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	Area subject code
	-

	Title of course
	Devils and Angels. Introduction to the sociology of norms and deviance.

	Level
	     II √  (graduate – M.A.)      III √ postgraduate  
                                       (please check √)

	Time 

of implementation
	II  (summer) semester   
 

	Number of hours
	15

	ECTS
	2

	Lecture(s)

(name and last name)
	Dr Iwona Zielińska

	Title/position
	Doctor / Assistant Professor

	Affiliation 

(Institute, division)
	Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Department of Applied Social Sciences

	Course description

(up to 600 words)
	The aim of the course is to present basic ideas from the sociology of deviance. Deviancy is any kind of behavior that transgress social norms. Therefore, the course is split into two major thematic sections:

1) Social norms – how are they created, who creates them, who enforces them, who obeys them (Angels) and who breaks them (devils); 
The students will learn about the classification of five social attitudes towards cultural norms and nom breaking, as presented by one of the greatest American sociologist Robert Merton

2) Social deviancy – three different understanding; who defines deviancy, social control of deviant behaviours, and why society needs deviants to exists.

The students will be introduced to the classical concept of evil and norm-breaking presented in the writings of Emile Durkheim, and to the labelling concept and social control best described by Howard Becker and his study on the marihuana users.

In the last part we will analyse the role of language in defining and describing “angels” and “devils” by using examples from contemporary Polish and global cultural and political arena. 



	Required readings
	The Blackwell Companion to Major Classical Social Theories, (2000), Blackwell Publishing.

Becker H.(1953). Becoming a marihuana user. American Journal of Sociology.
Becker H.(1968), Outsiders, Chapter 8 Moral Entrepreneurs, 
Horne Ch. (2001). Explaining the Emergence of Norms. In: M. Hechter & K.-D. Opp (Eds.),Social norms.
Merton R. (1973). Non-conforming and aberrant behaviour. In: R.Serge Denisoff, Charles H. McCaghy (Eds.): Deviance, Conflict and Criminality. 

	Teaching methods
	Power Point presentations, discussion based on readings, case-study discussion

	Prerequisites
	English at least B2 level

	Assessment
	1) Obligatory readings 40% of total Assessment 2) Students’ critical presentations  of the cases of deviant &norm breaking behaviours 

	Teaching language
	English

	Contact person for further information
(name, e-mail, phone)
	Dr Iwona Zielińska

izielinska@aps.edu.pl
mobile: +48 513 989 332


